[Comparison of echocardiographic and cardiac morphometric data in healthy persons and patients with heart failure of various origins].
The authors discuss the results of morphometric analysis in separate weighing of the heart and the results of echocardiographic examination of healthy subjects and patients who died from cardio-vascular insufficiency. Some indices characterizing the dimensions, volumes, and mass of the various parts of the heart of healthy individuals who died from accidental causes and of patients with left- and right-ventricular insufficiency are presented. It is shown that morphometry allows one not only to determine right- and left-ventricular insufficiency but to distinguish its compensated and decompensated forms. Comparison of the findings of morphometry and echocardiography showed a good correlation in determining the diameter of the aorta, the thickness of the wall of the left and right ventricles, and the mass of the left ventricle. No correlation in determining the volumes of the heart cavities was established on comparing the results of echocardiography with those of autopsy. In some cases a correlation was disclosed in determining the anteroposterior size of the orifice of the mitral valve.